
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Noémie Lafrance / Sens Presents AGORA

When: September 13-18 & 20-24, 2005  8:00PM 
Where: The historic McCarren P ool, Lorimer St. between Driggs A ve. & Ba yard St. (L tr ain to Lorimer)

Noémie Lafrance, choreographer, works to restore Brooklyn's historic McCarren Park Pool to stage her next large
public work AGORA- a site-specific dance performance for an audience of 10,000.

Site-specific choreogr apher Noémie Lafr ance has long dr awn inspir ation from public spaces.  F or her upcoming work, AGORA,
staged in the abandoned McCarren P ark P ool in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, Lafr ance has tak en on much more than the role of cho -
reogr apher .  In addition to rehearsing dancers, collabor ating with composers, and working with lighting and costume designers,
Lafr ance, in conjunction with the NYC P arks Department, is also leading the effort to restore the pool and its surrounding struc -
ture to a future place of culture for the communit y.

McCarren P ark P ool is one of ten pools built b y the Cit y of New Y ork in 1936 in an effort to pro vide spaces for public gathering,
recreation, and to gener ate emplo yment.  The pool w as closed for reno vations in 1984; the communit y opposed to its reopen -
ing and subsequently , it nev er reopened.  

When Lafr ance first encountered the deterior ated site 8 y ears ago , she en visioned how the pool - larger than three Olympic siz e
pools combined- would be tr ansformed into a 50,000 square-foot stage.   The NYC P arks Department has not only gr anted
Lafr ance and her production compan y, SENS , permission to produce AGORA but has also offered to help find sponsors to sup -
port the repairs needed in order to mak e the site ready for audiences to attend the performance this September , in the aspir a-
tion to together promote the reviv al of this site for the communit y.  

AGORA, scheduled to run for two weeks in September , will host up to 1,000 audience members per performance and will be
seen b y a total of 10,000 people in NYC.  Lafr ance describes the ev ent as a re-inaugur ation for the historical site, in viting the
public to enjo y McCarren P ool again and to mak e visible its potential to the communit y.  With o ver 30 dancers, the piece focus -
es on cit y life, using the v astness of the pool to create an illusion of tr avel through the different la yers of viscer al urban experi -
ence.  Lik e Christo's recent Gates installation in Centr al Park and Gregory Colbert's Nomadic Museum currently showing on Pier
54, AGORA allows audiences to experience art outside of the tr aditional settings of museums, theatres and concert halls.   

Yet, ev en after AGORA is complete, Lafr ance, artistic director of SENS , looks forw ard to dev eloping a long term relationship
with the P arks department to help continue to use and restore the site and create a space for communit y gathering, as well as
artistic, cultur al and educational progr ams. "AGORA is the starting point for future impro vements that could ev entually lead the
McCarren P ool and surrounding architecture to become a state-of -the- art cultur al and recreational center ," said Lafr ance, who is
the recipient of numerous cultur al honors, including 2 Bessie a wards and the inaugur al Lambent F ellowship in the Arts.  

As an artist and entrepreneur activ e in the Williamsburg/Greenpoint communit y for the past decade, Lafr ance's pallete includes
extensiv e design, construction and production experience in the arts, fashion and real estate. She currently oper ates a 6 story
artists' guesthouse in Williamsburg; previously , she manufactured and distributed a line of bodywear from her Williamsburg fac -
tory . She is the founder and artistic director of SENS , a Williamsburg based non-profit arts organization which produces per -
formance work in public spaces and unusual urban settings.

To create AGORA, she w as inspired b y Brooklyn residents' memories, desires for the pool's reviv al and the strong sense of com -
munit y the site inspires.  In collabor ation with the communit y boards and committees, and the NYC P arks Department, Lafr ance
and SENS are engaging with public schools, small businesses and the surrounding cultur al communit y to realiz e the project.
AGORA will not only mark the beginning of a new er a for the McCarren P ool but also offer tremendous opportunities for the
entire Williamsburg communit y and econom y. 

In her own words, Lafr ance describes her dedication to the future of the McCarren P ark P ool which is shared b y man y in the
communit y:  "My commitment and lo ve for this site has ignited in me the desire to pursue this project no matter what the
obstacles ma y be. I see this pool could be a pool again, and I see it to be a cultur al space that responds to the needs of the
next gener ation.  A large communit y pool and a cultur al center - intended and structured to function outside of the bo x- not lik e
a theater , not lik e a museum but as a space of inspir ation- a tr ansformable space or a "site-specific" performance space that
also functions as a recreational space for the communit y to gather and ex change ideas."



About Noémie Lafrance
Noémie Lafr ance's  site-specific works include Descent (2001-2003), Melt (2003), Noir (2004), The Invisible Sins of Fort Adams
(2004), and Unseen: Landscape (2004).  She has co-produced works with Danspace Project and the Black and White Gallery ,
presented work as part of the 2004 Whitney Biennial, and collabor ated with dancers from the Island Mo ving Compan y
(Newport, RI) and the Conserv atory of Dance at Purchase College SUNY . She is the recipient of 2 Bessie A wards for the chore -
ogr aph y and the score of Descent in 2003, the inaugur al Lambent F ellowship in the Arts from the Tides F oundation, an Artw ard
Bound R esidency at the White Oak Plantation funded b y the How ard Gilman F oundation (July 2004), and a residency through
the LEX\dance progr am Under the R adar (September 2003). She w as in vited b y the Whitney Museum of American Art to giv e a
talk in January 2005. She has receiv ed funding from the R ock efeller MAP Fund, the National Endowment for the Arts, The
Canada Council for the Arts, The Green wall F oundation, The R odney L. White F oundation, The Quebec House in New Y ork, The
Canadian Consulate Gener al in New Y ork, the Arnhold F oundation, and Altria Inc. to create her work.  Currently she has been
commissioned b y the Whitney Museum at Altria to create a new work, Migrations , in the P erformances on 42nd Street series in
the spring of 2005, and is in the process of creating a new site-specific work, Agora, for the McCarren P ark pool in September
2005.

About Sens
Sens is a New Y ork -based non-profit experimental arts organization founded in 2000 whose mission is to create and produce
inno vativ e site-specific dance performances that both engage audiences in spatial participation and explore the dynamics of
mo vement in public spaces. Through these works, Sens presents liv e performances that heighten and tr ansform the audiences'
perception of their en vironment and communit y b y integr ating choreogr aph y into architecture.

AGORA is funded in parts by
The National Endowment of the Arts, A feder al agency , public funds from the New Y ork State Council of the Arts, a state
agency , Altria Group , Inc. , The R ock efeller F oundation, The R odney White F oundation.


